
 
 

Cllr Jonathan Cook  
The Town Hall 
Wandsworth High Street 
London  SW18 2PU 

10 Luttrell Avenue 
London SW15 6PF 
 
1st December 2014  

 
 
Dear Jonathan  
 
Air Pollution in Putney High Street 

 
We are aware of two imminent planning applications for sites on Putney High Street, both 
of which involve higher frontages facing the High Street than the current buildings (56-70 
and 89-93 Putney High Street). 
 
Our concern is that this will exacerbate the widely acknowledged ‘canyon effect’ which has 
been a significant contributory cause of the excessive levels of air pollution on our premier 
shopping street.  The canyon effect comes from the relative closeness of the building line on 
either side of the road, the almost unbroken line of these buildings, coupled with their 
height – in the main 3-4 storeys – and results in the prevailing westerly winds effectively 
passing over the tops of the buildings and trapping the traffic emissions at street level.  Gaps 
in the building lines are therefore precious and both these applications threaten to close 
these gaps. 
 
A third site at the corner of Putney Bridge Road and Putney High Street is, we understand, 
due to be the subject of redevelopment proposals in the near term and will no doubt also 
be seeking higher elevations than currently the case. 
 
As you know, much good work has been done by the Council and others to bring down both 
average levels of the worst air pollutants and reduce the number of ‘exceedences’ when 
peak levels exceed EU norms.  This improving trend is at risk of being reversed if very careful 
consideration is not taken of the effects of these planned new buildings.   
 
All these schemes will be subject to the ‘Air Quality Neutral’ guidelines now being 
incorporated into the Local Plan although we are not able to identify how these guidelines 
cover the external effects of a building’s size and location, surely key aspects in a 
constrained location such as the High Street. 
 
We therefore seek assurances that the potentially worsening effects of these three new 
schemes on the existing canyon effect of trapping air pollution in the High Street will be 
carefully analysed by your Environment Team based on expert scientific advice where 
necessary.  We seek assurances also that their conclusions are factored into discussions with 



 
 

developers and the Council’s final decision before planning permission is granted to any one 
of the schemes.  
 
Given the sensitivity of the location it is vital that each of these applications is considered in 
the context of the whole High Street, otherwise we can only expect a reversal of the current 
favourable trend in air pollution levels. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Jonathan Callaway 
Deputy Chairman 
Putney Society 
 

cc: Cllr Ravi Govindia, Thamesfield Councillors 


